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I. What's Coming Soon? 

The most glorious event since AD33 is about to 

happen 

The most wonderful spiritual event since the resurrection of Jesus and the 

Pentecostal outpouring of the Holy Spirit is imminent. This world-changing 

happening signals the successful fruition of God’s plan for this age (from 

Noah’s flood to Christ’s second coming), the product of Christ’s work on the 

cross, and the end of mankind’s suffering. 
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What’s about to happen?   
In summary:  

1. The glory of God will be unveiled in mature sons of 

God (‘sons’ includes female disciples), and the glory of 

God will visibly radiate from them.  When the nations 

see this, millions of rich and poor from all nations, 

including kings, will seek to learn the way of the 

Lord.  

a. This is like the transfiguration of Jesus, and 

Moses’ face that radiated the glory of God.  
Both Jesus and Moses remained mortal and 

their bodies later died and were buried. 

b. This is not the ‘rapture,’ during which we’ll 
receive our spiritual, immortal, and 

incorruptible bodies. 

2. The unveiling of God’s glory in His mature sons will catalyze end-time 

events, including:  

a. An “innumerable” harvest of believers, and  
b. Satan’s fall from heaven to earth. 
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The remainder of this book will explain this event in more detail, including: 
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Arise! Shine! For your light has come, and the glory of the 

Lord is risen upon you.  

 

More than 2500 years ago Isaiah prophesied, 

1. “The glory of Yahweh will be revealed, and all flesh shall see the 

salvation of God.” (Isaiah 40:5) 

2. “Arise! Shine! for your light has come, and the glory of Yahweh has 

risen upon you. For behold, darkness will cover the earth and deep 

darkness the peoples; But the Lord will rise upon you and His glory 

will appear upon you. Nations will come to your light, and kings to the 

brightness of your radiance.” (Isaiah 60:1-3) 

3. Nations shall see your righteousness, and all kings your glory. (Isaiah 

62:2) 

The Apostle Paul taught us the glory of God is now hidden within our earthen 

bodies. (2 Corinthians 4:7)  

But, when God unveils the glory that now resides in each of His sons and 

daughters, that glory will visibly shine out from them. Unbelievers, who dwell 

in deep moral darkness, will be amazed.  Millions of people—from every tribe, 

people, language, and nation—will come to their light, to learn how to know 
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God.  We know this because just after the 144,000 sons of God are sealed in 

Revelation chapter 7:1-8, verses 9-15 tell us an ‘innumerable multitude’ will 

wash their robes in the blood of the Lamb.  

What will God’s glory look like? 

(Note: anyone who has had a real spiritual experience will tell you that it’s very 

difficult to describe spiritual realities in human language. To make it harder, I 

haven’t seen this glory, except through the eyes of faith. So, my description in 

the next paragraph is from a groping blind person’s perspective.) 

When God’s glory is unveiled in the sons of God it will be a supernatural light 

emanating from the spirit of each member of the 144,000. It won’t be reflected 
light, like the moon; but the light will originate from within their bodies, like 

the sun. Its intensity will depend on how much a person has allowed the Spirit 

to transform them by the renewing of their mind (Romans 12:2) into the 

likeness of Christ. One will have the faint light of a candle, while another’s light 

will be very bright.  

 “And those that 
understand shall shine 

as the brightness of the 

firmament; and those 

that teach 

righteousness to the 

multitude as the stars 

in perpetual eternity.” 
(Dan 12:3, Jubilee 

Bible 2000) 

 “Star differs from 

star in splendor. So will 

it be with the 

resurrection of the 

dead.” (1 Corinthians 

15:41-42) 

Finally, since it’s a spiritual light, it’ll communicate more than simple 

brightness… in its presence you’ll also sense the indescribably beautiful peace, 

music, and aroma of heaven, ‘where the flowers bloom forever and the sun is 
always bright.’ 
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Culmination of Christ's work 

Unless a Kernel of Wheat Dies… 

Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, unless a kernel of 

wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only 

a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many 

seeds.” (John 12:24) Jesus was the single seed who 

died, and God’s intent is that His single seed will 
reproduce into many seeds, all of them matured 

unto the fullness of the stature of Christ. (Eph 

4:13)  

The Book of Revelation (Revelation 14:1-5) teaches us there will be 144,000 

‘pure and blameless’ saints who will be redeemed from the earth as ‘firstfruits 

of God and the Lamb’. They are “sons” of God, from the Greek word huios, 

which means they are (1) born of His Spirit, and (2) mature in the likeness of 

their Father.  

This has been God’s goal from the beginning of creation—that 

men and women would fellowship with Him in holiness. Jesus 

made it possible (Hebrews 9-10), and the 144,000 are the 

firstfruits (which means they’re the first and the best to be 
harvested) in God’s plan; a plan that was established (set in 

concrete) since before God said “Let there be light” in Genesis 
chapter 1. 

The sons of God will expose the lies and corruption of today's political 

and religious systems 

When the glory of God is unveiled and radiates from within the sons of God, 

Satan’s world system will be turned upside-down. Satan’s Babylonian system 

that rules the nations today is founded on lies, deception, and violence. It 

teaches that God is irrelevant, and you’re an ignorant fool if you obey God 
according to the Bible. The Babylon system has expelled Biblical practices 

from: 

 Religion—i.e., Babylon replaced the Biblical lunar calendar and God’s 
perpetual festivals (Passover, Pentecost, Tabernacles) with the pagan 

solar calendar and pagan festivals (Christmas, Easter, Halloween) 

 Morality—Babylon promotes idolatry, lust, greed, abortion, 

homosexuality, etc., as morally acceptable 
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 Media—news is engineered, mind-

control propaganda; entertainment 

intentionally promotes sinfulness 

and rebellion against God 

 Government—since society rejects 

Biblical teachings, increasingly 

godless and wicked rulers are 

elected by ignorant, immoral 

masses 

 Education—Bibles and a godly worldview are excluded, but godless 

evolution and immorality are indoctrinated from early childhood 

 Economic systems—debt-based instead of production-based. Short-term 

profit is worshipped on Wall Street with no regard to long-term human 

consequences. 

Satan may have expelled Biblical practices from the modern world, but with 

one simple act God will completely undermine and destroy all the foundations 

of the Babylon system.  

When God unveils His glory in the sons of God it will immediately prove that 

God is relevant and you’re a fool not to obey God according to the Bible. Why? 

Because, in the sons of God it will be visibly apparent that there is a God, and 

the path to eternal life is to follow His way.  All other paths lead to death and 

hell. 

Once God’s glory is unveiled in the sons of God, there won’t be any confusion 
about whether there is a God, or the correct way to approach and please Him, 

since 144,000 sons of God will be teaching God’s truth to seekers from every 

tribe, people, language, and nation on the earth.  

The Dragon Cast Down from heaven to Earth 

And there was war in heaven, Michael and his angels waging 

war with the dragon. The dragon and his angels waged war, and 

they were not strong enough, and there was no longer a place 

found for them in heaven. And the great dragon was thrown 

down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who 

deceives the whole world; he was thrown down to the earth, and 

his angels were thrown down with him.  

Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, 

“Now the salvation, and the power, and the kingdom of our God 
and the authority of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our 

brethren has been thrown down, he who accuses them before our 

God day and night. “And they overcame him because of the blood 
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of the Lamb and because of the word of their testimony, and they 

did not love their life even when faced with death. “For this 
reason, rejoice, O heavens and you who dwell in them. Woe to the 

earth and the sea, because the devil has come down to you, 

having great wrath, knowing that he has only a short time.” 
(Revelation 12:7-12) 

When reading these verses, I always envisioned an army of white angels 

fighting against the Devil and his red angels. The Devil’s side loses the battle, 
and then they’re hurled down from outer space onto the surface of the earth. 
Most people probably have a similar image in their mind. 

But recently, Pastor Tim Warner1 inadvertently taught me a new way to 

understand the war in heaven and the Devil’s army being cast down.  Instead 
of heaven being a physical place beyond outer space, Pastor Warner says the 

Greek text should be interpreted so that heaven is understood as “the 
dominion or sphere of influence which is heavenly”. He uses Ephesians 1:20 as 
an illustration, which speaks of Christ’s authority, not His location: 

“…when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His 
right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority 

and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only 

in this age but also in the one to come. And He put all things in 

subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to 

the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in 

all. (Eph 1:20-23)  

Pastor Warner clarifies this perspective, writing:  

“Clearly, Christ’s location being vertically “high above” the 
location of others, including the Ephesian church, is not the point! 

Rather, within the “heavenly dominions” (that is the things that 
are NOW under submission to heaven, the Christian churches), 

Christ has been placed as the authority, exerting it within these 

realms of influence and dominion (as opposed to His unlimited 

dominion in His coming Kingdom – Psalm 2).” 

When I read this teaching about the definition of heaven, the Holy Spirit 

immediately applied it to the Dragon and his messengers being cast down.  I 

realized they won’t be hurled down from outer space onto the earth.  Instead, 

                                       

1 1 See Appendix A: The meaning of “Heavenly” in Ephesians and Hebrews, 
http://www.answersinrevelation.org/LGV/LGV_Ephesians.pdf 

http://www.answersinrevelation.org/LGV/LGV_Ephesians.pdf
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the Dragon and his messengers lose their place in heaven and are cast down 

when they lose their dominion and control over the mind of mankind. 

The visible glorification and teaching of the 144,000 will result in an 

‘innumerable multitude’ of souls being brought into the kingdom of God. As of 

early in 2016 there are 7.125 billion people on earth, so it’s not unreasonable 
that hundreds of millions of souls will quickly become Christ’s disciples 
through the ministry of 144,000 visibly-glorified sons of God.  

Since Cain killed Abel, Satan (the Dragon of Revelation 12) has ruled over 

mankind through corrupt, godless, and violent men. The teachings of the 

glorified 144,000 will expose the foundations of the Dragon’s dominion over 

mankind (religion, morality, government, education, media, economic systems, 

etc.) as both false and evil, bringing the Dragon’s influence over mankind down 

to earth (Revelation 12:9).  This means that, with his veil of legitimacy and 

deception removed, the Dragon will resort to governing the nations through 

brute violence, resulting in Daniel’s terrible fourth (and last) beast, with 

tyranny worse than Hitler, Stalin, and Mao combined.  

"After that, in my vision at night I looked, and there before me 

was a fourth beast--terrifying and frightening and very powerful. 

It had large iron teeth; it crushed and devoured its victims and 

trampled underfoot whatever was left. It was different from all the 

former beasts, and it had ten horns.” (Dan 7:7) 

Knowing his time is short, Satan will use the fourth beast to initiate the 

greatest persecution in history, attempting to eradicate God's truth from the 

earth.  

“The fourth beast shall be the fourth kingdom upon earth, which 
shall be greater than all the kingdoms, and shall devour the 

whole earth, and shall tread it down, and break it in pieces. And 

the ten horns of the same kingdom, shall be ten kings: and 

another shall rise up after them, and he shall be mightier than the 

former, and he shall bring down three kings. And he shall speak 

words against the High One, and shall crush the saints of the 

most High: and he shall think himself able to change times and 

laws, and they shall be delivered into his hand until a time, and 

times, and half a time. And judgment shall sit, that his power 

may be taken away, and be broken in pieces, and perish even to 

the end. And that the kingdom, and power, and the greatness of 

the kingdom, under the whole heaven, may be given to the people 

of the saints of the most High: whose kingdom is an everlasting 
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kingdom, and all kings shall serve him, and shall obey him.” (Dan 
7:23-27, Douay-Rheims Bible) 

And he (the Antichrist) opened his mouth in blasphemies against 

God, to blaspheme His name and His tabernacle, that is, those 

who dwell in heaven. It was also given to him to make war with 

the saints and to overcome them. (Revelation 13: 6) 

As a result of this persecution, after the 144,000 are introduced in Revelation 

chapter 7 an innumerable multitude is seen in heaven, being comforted by God 

and the Lamb.  

After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which 

no one could count, from every nation and all tribes and peoples 

and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, 

clothed in white robes, and palm branches were in their 

hands; and they cry out with a loud voice, saying, 

“Salvation to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.”  

And all the angels were standing around the throne 

and around the elders and the four living creatures; and they fell 

on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, saying, 

“Amen, blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and 
honor and power and might, be to our God forever and ever. 

Amen.” 

Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, “These who are 
clothed in the white robes, who are they, and where have they 

come from?” I said to him, “My lord, you know.” And he said to 
me, “These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, 

and they have washed their robes and made them white in the 

blood of the Lamb. “For this reason, they are before the throne of 
God; and they serve Him day and night in His temple; and He 

who sits on the throne will spread His tabernacle over 

them. “They will hunger no longer, nor thirst anymore; nor will the 
sun beat down on them, nor any heat; for the Lamb in the center 

of the throne will be their shepherd, and will guide them to 

springs of the water of life; and God will wipe every tear from 

their eyes.” (Revelation 7:9-17) 

Other verses relating to this persecution: Dan 7:25, 8:24, 12:7; Rom 8:36 

Promise of a glorified body and immortality 

The glorification of a son of God is an outworking of the nature of Christ being 

developed in each individual disciple as he is transformed into the mature 
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character of Christ by the renewing of his mind. As we cooperate and submit to 

the Holy Spirit, He engineers our life circumstances and events to perform this 

transformation. The glorification of the sons of God will occur in two stages: 

1. The manifestation of God’s glory in earthen vessels, 
2. Adoption as sons—with glorified, immortal bodies. 

It will be a complete Surprise 

The manifestation of the sons of God will be a complete surprise 

to 99.9999% of the people on earth.  

 

Jesus’ First Coming 

When Jesus came the first time it had been hundreds of years since God had 

moved in Israel, which was then under the iron rule of Rome’s Caesars.   

Only a handful of people were looking for the Messiah to appear. The Magi (also 

known as ‘the three wise men’) probably used Daniel’s prophecy (and 
astronomical knowledge we’ve since lost) to calculate the time of the Messiah’s 
birth. Mary and Joseph, Simeon, Anna, and the shepherds were each given 

supernatural revelations about the baby Jesus’ birth. Then, for 30 years there 

was no hint or expectation of the Messiah growing among them in Israel.   

Disclaimer: Many in history have used the facts 

below to justify anti-Semitism. The truth is that each 

of our sins put Jesus on the cross, so each of us are 

just as guilty as the Jewish leaders who were 

fulfilling their role in God’s plan to send Jesus to the 

cross. The only reason I’m describing their actions is 

because they foreshadow end-time Church and 

religious leaders’ actions in our future. 

The Jewish leaders expected the Messiah to be a conquering deliverer, so when 

Jesus came as a suffering Savior the Jewish religious leaders didn’t recognize 

Him. But Jesus had so many followers among the common people, and worked 

so many miraculous signs, that He was perceived as a threat to displace their 

traditional religious system (John 11:47-53). As a result, because Jesus was 

very popular with the Jewish people, the high court of Israel 

(the 70-member Sanhedrin) and chief priests demanded 

Pontius Pilate crucify Jesus (John 19:6-15). Of the 

Sanhedrin, we know of only two men (Nicodemus and 

Joseph of Arimathea) who later publicly confessed Him as 

the Messiah.  
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Finally, after Christ was resurrected the Sanhedrin created a lie to hide the 

facts about the resurrection (Mt 28:12-15) so that their religious system 

wouldn’t be threatened by the truth, toward which they were totally blind.  

Jesus’ Second Coming 

The ministry of the sons of God will be similar to John the Baptist’s ministry, 
proclaiming repentance and the Messiah’s coming—but this time He’s coming 
to reign over the nations.  

Just as John didn’t come through the existing religious system, neither will the 
144,000. John called the Pharisees and Sadducees a ‘brood of vipers’ and 

challenged them to produce fruit through repentance (Mt 3:8), but there’s no 
record of any of them ever humbling themselves to be baptized by John.   

In the same way, the glorious shining of 144,000 sons of God 

will directly challenge the leaders of all religions to humble 

themselves and become the Messiah’s disciples. I expect very 

few (if any) of them to be glorified as part of the 144,000. So, 

when God’s glory is not manifested in them, they’ll have two 
choices: (1) admit they weren’t following God’s truth and 

humble themselves to learn God’s way, or (2) keep their rank, position, and 

paycheck in Babylon by endorsing the Antichrist religious system and its 

opposition to the sons of God. 

At this point Babylonian leaders will be forced to create a believable 

explanation to discredit, demonize, and persecute ‘the shining ones.’  Perhaps 

they’ll create a high-tech video ‘proving’ the 144,000 are an extraterrestrial 

advance team preparing the way for a hostile alien invasion of earth. 

II. Who are the Sons of God? 

The 144,000 overcomers, Firstfruits of God's Holy 

Harvest 

144,000 Servants of God ‘Sealed’ 

After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, 

holding back the four winds of the earth, so that no wind would blow 

on the earth or on the sea or on any tree. And I saw another angel 

ascending from the rising of the sun, having the seal of the living God; 

and he cried out with a loud voice to the four angels to whom it was 

granted to harm the earth and the sea, saying, “Do not harm the earth 
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or the sea or the trees until we have sealed the bond-servants of our 

God on their foreheads.” And I heard the number of those who were 
sealed, one hundred and forty-four thousand sealed from every tribe of 

the sons of Israel: from the tribe of Judah, twelve 

thousand were sealed, from the tribe of Reuben twelve thousand, from 

the tribe of Gad twelve thousand, from the tribe of 

Asher twelve thousand, from the tribe of Naphtali 

twelve thousand, from the tribe of Manasseh 

twelve thousand, from the tribe of Simeon twelve 

thousand, from the tribe of Levi twelve thousand, 

from the tribe of Issachar twelve thousand, from 

the tribe of Zebulun twelve thousand, from the tribe 

of Joseph twelve thousand, from the tribe of 

Benjamin, twelve thousand were sealed. (Revelation 7:1-8) 

What is a Seal? 

Strong’s 4973 sphragís – an etched (engraved) object pressed 

into soft wax or clay to seal a document (letter); a "seal." 

What is a bond-servant? 

Strong’s 1401: doúlos (a masculine noun) – someone who 

belongs to another; a bond-slave, without any ownership 

rights of their own. 

What does it mean to seal something? 

Strong’s 4972: sphragízō (from 4973 /sphragís, "a seal") –  to 

seal (affix) with a signet ring or other instrument to stamp 

(a roller or seal), i.e. to attest 

ownership, authorizing (validating) what is sealed. 

Signifies ownership and the full security carried by the 

backing (full authority) of the owner. "Sealing" in the 

ancient world served as a "legal signature" which 

guaranteed the promise (contents) of what was sealed. 

So, the 144,000 are slaves of God who are marked with an official seal of 

God’s ownership.  

 This seal may be a literal mark on their forehead.  

 Or, it’s more likely the seal is figurative… the manifested glory of God 

upon the 144,000 will be both (1) a sign of God’s ownership of these 

http://biblehub.com/greek/4973.htm
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disciples, and (2) His visible authentication of their testimony to the 

nations.  

From Every Tribe of the Sons of Israel 

Many Christians stumble in their understanding of this topic, since they 

don’t understand God’s covenant is with Israel, and only Israel; but, Biblical 

Israel isn’t limited just to the physical descendants of Abraham. 

Here’s a short example using ‘The Last Supper’ to illustrate this point. 

The Last Supper 

What Christians call “The Last Supper” was actually a traditional Hebrew 
Passover ‘Seder’ celebration (Luke 22:8-16), which has a prescribed liturgy 

and sequence of events2.  

In the Passover Seder liturgy, four cups of wine represent the four “I will” 
statements God made in Exodus 6:6-7: 

1. Cup of Sanctification: “I will bring you out” 
2. Cup of Judgement: “I will free you” 
3. Cup of Redemption: “I will redeem you” 
4. Cup of Praise: “I will take you as my people”  

The Jewish Mishnah teaches the wine in the third cup recalls the shed blood 

of the lamb that was applied to the doorposts in Egypt, causing the plague to 

pass over their houses. Jesus directly associated this third cup with the 

blood He was about to shed on Calvary, to cause death to pass over all those 

who trust in Him. In Matthew 26:28, Mark 14:24, and Luke 22:20, after 

Jesus solemnly told His disciples,  

“This is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you 

proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes,” 

Jesus gave the third cup to the disciples, who all drank it. Then Jesus said, 

“I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink 
it new with you in My Father’s kingdom.” When they had sung a hymn, they 

went out to the Mount of Olives. (Mt 26:29-30) 

The fourth cup celebrates God’s promise that He will dwell among His 

people. There’s no record of them drinking the fourth cup of praise, which 

                                       

2 For an excellent presentation of the Passover liturgy from a Christian perspective, see 
http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Holidays/Spring_Holidays/Pesach/H4C_Passover_Seder.p
df  

http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Holidays/Spring_Holidays/Pesach/H4C_Passover_Seder.pdf
http://www.hebrew4christians.com/Holidays/Spring_Holidays/Pesach/H4C_Passover_Seder.pdf
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Jesus promised He will drink with us in a future Passover Seder celebration, 

after His second coming, in the Father’s kingdom.  

The ‘Sons of Israel’ includes New Testament disciples 

During the Passover celebration known as ‘The Last Supper’ Jesus was 

obviously referring to the Old Testament covenant between God and Israel 

when He said “This is My blood of the covenant.”  

His blood is the fulfillment of the sacrificial Passover lamb symbolism. He 

wasn’t initiating a new covenant and starting a new religion called 

Christianity; He was fulfilling the original covenant God made with Abraham 

in Genesis 15, which God later reaffirmed with the post-Exodus nation of 

Israel (Abraham’s descendants), through Moses at Mount 

Sinai. 

The New Testament clearly says the Church is not a new 

religion, but it’s part of Israel, and its Gentile members are 

Abraham’s seed through faith in Israel’s Messiah: 

 Gentile disciples are ‘grafted into’ the olive tree of Israel 

(Romans 11:17) 

 “If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and 
heirs according to the promise.” (Gal 3:29) 

144,000 Jews? 

In contrast, there are many problems with assuming the 144,000 in the list 

of 12 tribes of Revelation chapter 7 don’t include Gentiles, but are restricted 

to physical descendants of Abraham: 

 The Revelation 7 list of tribes is unique. It doesn’t match any other list 
of 12 tribes in the Bible...Joseph and his son Manasseh are both 

included, but Dan isn’t. 
 The Jews who lived in the land of Israel when the Book of Revelation 

was written were mainly from the tribes of Judah and Benjamin. The 

other 10 tribes had been scattered and mostly-assimilated among 

pagan nations since Israel’s Northern kingdom fell to Assyria 

approximately 720 years before Jesus was born. 

 Paul taught us that: 

o Gentile disciples are fellow citizens with the (Israelite) saints, 

and are of God’s household. (Eph 2:11-22) 

o There is no more Jew or Gentile (Gal 3:28, Rom 3:22, 10:12, Col 

3:11) 
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Therefore, the 144,000 are not limited to physical descendants of the 12 

tribes. Gentile disciples of the Messiah are the seed of Abraham, they’re 

grafted into Israel, and God knows what tribe(s) they’re grafted into.  

In their Foreheads 

Note that the 144,000 will be sealed on their foreheads.  Obviously, the 

forehead represents a person’s mind, and the 144,000 have been 

transformed unto godliness by the renewing of their minds. (Romans 12:2) 

Their adversaries likewise have names or marks on their foreheads: 

Religious Babylon: 

I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast, full of blasphemous 

names, having seven heads and ten horns. The woman was 

clothed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and 

precious stones and pearls, having in her hand a gold cup full 

of abominations and of the unclean things of her 

immorality, and on her forehead a name was written, a 

mystery, “BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS 
AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.” And I saw the 

woman drunk with the blood of the saints, and with the blood 

of the witnesses of Jesus. (Rev 17:3-6) 
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Mark of the Beast 

“And I saw another angel flying in midheaven, having an 
eternal gospel to preach to those who live on the earth, and to 

every nation and tribe and tongue and people; and he said with 

a loud voice, “Fear God, and give Him glory, because the hour 

of His judgment has come; worship Him who made the heaven 

and the earth and sea and springs of waters.” And another 

angel, a second one, followed, saying, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon 
the great, she who has made all the nations drink of the wine 

of the passion of her immorality.” If anyone worships the beast 

and his image, and receives a mark on his forehead or on his 

hand, he also will drink of the wine 

of the wrath of God, which is mixed 

in full strength in the cup of His 

anger; and he will be tormented 

with fire and brimstone in the 

presence of the holy angels and in 

the presence of the Lamb. “And the 
smoke of their torment goes up 

forever and ever; they have no rest 

day and night, those who worship 

the beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark of his 

name.” Here is the perseverance of the saints who keep the 

commandments of God and their faith in Jesus. And I heard a 

voice from heaven, saying, “Write, ‘Blessed are the dead who 
die in the Lord from now on!’” “Yes,” says the Spirit, “so that 
they may rest from their labors, for their deeds follow with 

them.” (Revelation 14:6-13 

Firstfruits to God and the Lamb 

Then I looked, and behold, the Lamb was standing on Mount Zion, 

and with Him one hundred and forty-four thousand, having His 

name and the name of His Father written on their foreheads. And 

I heard a voice from heaven, like the sound of many waters and 

like the sound of loud thunder, and the voice which I 

heard was like the sound of harpists playing on their harps. And 

they sang a new song before the throne and before the four living 

creatures and the elders; and no one could learn the song except 

the one hundred and forty-four thousand who had been 

purchased from the earth. These are the ones who have not been 
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defiled with women, for they have kept themselves chaste. 

These are the ones who follow the Lamb wherever He goes. These 

have been purchased from among men as first fruits to God and 

to the Lamb. And no lie was found in their mouth; they are 

blameless. (Revelation 14:1-5) 

In ancient Israel God commanded the Israelites to bring the first part of each 

harvest as a sacrificial ‘first fruits’ offering.  In Leviticus chapter 23, God 

ordained two firstfruits festivals: 

FirstFruits 

 The Spring feast of Firstfruits celebrated the beginning of the 

barley harvest. When the first barley sheaf was ready, it was 

waved before the Lord as an offering on the day after the next 

Sabbath (i.e., on Sunday after the first sheaf was ready to 

harvest.) 

o Jesus perfectly fulfilled this feast, when His body was resurrected 

the day after the Sabbath.  

But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of 

those who are asleep. For since by a man came death, by a man 

also came the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so 

also in Christ all will be made alive. But each in his own order: 

Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ’s at His 
coming, then comes the end. (1 Corinthians 15:20-23) 

Pentecost 

 Next, the Summer feast of Pentecost celebrated the firstfruits of the 

wheat harvest. It occurred exactly 50 days after the feast of Firstfruits.  

o During this feast the Holy Spirit, ‘The promise of the Father,’ came 

to the assembled Church in the upper room. (Acts 2) 

The 144,000 Firstfruits? 

Why are the 144,000 called “firstfruits to God and the Lamb?”  

The Church has always assumed the feast of Pentecost was fulfilled by the 

coming of the Holy Spirit into the Church, and the addition of 3000 new 

believers (firstfruits?) who responded to Peter’s preaching on that day (Acts 
2:41). But, unlike the 1 Corinthians 15:20-23 verse quoted above, which 

explicitly states Christ is the fulfillment of the feast of Firstfruits, there’s no 
such statement concerning Pentecost.  
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As a Pentecostal disciple, I don’t minimize the importance of the coming of the 
Holy Spirit within our hearts, and I acknowledge that the outpouring of the 

Spirit was a fulfillment of Pentecost.  

But was the Biblical feast of Pentecost 100% fulfilled by the Spirit’s coming? 

Since the 144,000 are explicitly called “the firstfruits of God and the Lamb,” 
Pentecost’s fulfillment may be completed when this firstfruits company is 

standing on the heavenly Mount Zion as the firstfruits of the harvest to come.   

The Manchild of Revelation 12:5 

A great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, 

and the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve 

stars; and she was with child; and she cried out, being in labor 

and in pain to give birth… And she gave birth to a son, a 

male, who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron; and her 

child was caught up to God and to His throne. Then the woman 

fled into the wilderness where she had a place prepared by God, 

so that there she would be nourished for one thousand two 

hundred and sixty days. (Revelation 12: 1, 2, 5, 6) 

In Galatians 4:24-31, Paul tells us the story of Sarah and Hagar is figurative, 

with Sarah representing the heavenly Jerusalem above and Hagar representing 

the present, earthly city of Jerusalem.  

So, in Revelation 12:1, Sarah cries out in labor, in pain to give birth. She then 

gives birth to a man-child, who is destined to rule the nations. Then her son is 

snatched up to God and His throne and the woman flees into the wilderness for 

1260 days. 

A Mature Son is Born 

Many believe that Jesus is the man-child in this verse, but Jesus was born as 

an infant who grew in wisdom and stature until He was a mature man.  

But, in Revelation 12:5, the word used for “son” is huios, which is a mature 

son. Therefore, the verse says the son will already be a mature man when he is 

born. 

Strong’s 5207 huiós – properly, a son (by birth or adoption); 

(figuratively) anyone sharing the same nature as their Father. In 

the NT, 5207 /hyiós ("son") equally refers to female believers 

(Gal 3:28). "Son" highlights the (legal) right to the Father's 

inheritance. 

http://biblehub.com/greek/5207.htm
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A nation of sons birthed in an instant 

When the glory of God is unveiled in the 144,000 sons of God, the man-child, 

the Son of the heavenly woman, will fulfill Isaiah 66:8,  

Before she travailed, she brought forth; Before her pain came, she 

was delivered of a man-child. Who hath heard such a thing? Who 

hath seen such things? Is a land born in one day? Is a nation 

brought forth at once? For as soon as Zion travailed, she brought 

forth her children. (Isaiah 66:8) 

Paul also refers to this event, 

 …the Jerusalem above is free; she is our mother. For it is written, 
“Rejoice, barren woman who does not bear; break forth and 

shout, you who are not in labor; 

for more numerous are the children of the desolate than of the one 

who has a husband.” And you brethren, like Isaac, are children of 
promise. (Gal 4:26-28) 

Caught Up to God 

The Greek word translated “caught up” is harpazo:  

Strong’s 726 harpázō – properly, seize by force; snatch up, 

suddenly and decisively – like someone seizing bounty (spoil, a 

prize); to take by an open display of force (i.e. not covertly or 

secretly). 

Harpazo is also used in 2 Corinthians 12:2 and 1 Thessalonians 4:17: 

Paul was caught up to heaven 

Boasting is necessary, though it is not profitable; but I will go on 

to visions and revelations of the Lord. I know a man in Christ who 

fourteen years ago—whether in the body I do not know, or out of 

the body I do not know, God knows—such a man was caught up 

to the third heaven. And I know how such a man—whether in the 

body or apart from the body I do not know, God knows— was 

caught up into Paradise and heard inexpressible words, which a 

man is not permitted to speak. On behalf of such a man I will 

boast; but on my own behalf I will not boast, except in regard 

to my weaknesses.  (2 Corinthians 12:1-5) 

Paul was caught up to the third heaven, and refers to himself in the third 

person, as if he was speaking about someone else.  He said, “Of such a one I 

will boast.” Paul saw his heavenly, perfected self, who dwells in glory beyond 
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the realm of time. Of such a one, who is incorruptible and immortal, he could 

boast. But, back on earth in his mortal, corruptible body, he knew the value of 

humility and watchfulness against sin. 

Before he was martyred, Paul lived many more years in his mortal human 

body. Paul’s experience proves it’s possible to be caught up (harpazo) and yet 

remain in an unchanged, corruptible, mortal body afterward. 

The 144,000 

And she gave birth to a son, a male child, who is to rule all the 

nations with a rod of iron; and her child was caught up to God 

and to His throne. (Revelation 12:5) 

The mature son is comprised of 144,000 members of the body of Christ, who 

will be caught up to heaven in a similar way as Paul was in 2 Corinthians 12:1-

5.  There, they’ll see the glory of God, and learn things too marvelous to 

imagine.  

When they return to their earthly consciousness, as 

Paul did, they’ll radiate the glory of God, from their 

spirit. As star differs from star in brightness, each of 

them will radiate with an intensity equal to the level of 

Christ’s likeness that’s been individually formed in 

them through the renewing of their mind (Romans 

12:2).  

Moses set the precedent for this. His face radiated the 

glory of God after he spent 40 days with God on Mount 

Sinai. How much more will the 144,000 radiate God’s 
glory after spending time with Him on the celestial 

Mount Zion. (Exodus 34:35, 2 Corinthians 3:7-11) 

The Rapture 

Paul wrote the following verses to comfort the Thessalonians about the fate of 

their loved ones who had died, and about the resurrection of saints: 

But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those 

who are asleep, so that you will not grieve as do the rest who 

have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 

even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in 

Jesus. For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we 

who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not 

precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord Himself will 

descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel 
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and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 

Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with 

them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall 

always be with the Lord. Therefore, comfort one another with 

these words. (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18) 

This is a primary verse that’s commonly used when discussing the ‘rapture’ of 
the Church. Note that it includes a trumpet blast, a bodily resurrection of the 

dead saints, and a catching away (harpazo) of living saints. 

The 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 passage is commonly associated with the next 

passage. It teaches how our bodies will be changed at the last trumpet: 

Now I say this, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the 

kingdom of God; nor does the perishable inherit the 

imperishable. Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, 

but we will all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an 

eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead 

will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. For this 

perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put 

on immortality. But when this perishable will have put on the 

imperishable, and this mortal will have put on immortality, then 

will come about the saying that is written, “Death is swallowed 
up in victory.” (1 Corinthians 15:51-54) 

Since this rapture (harpazo) event includes bodily transformation, it doesn’t 
refer to the saints’ manifestation of glory, but their adoption—the redemption of 

their physical bodies.  

III. Completing the Sons of God 

The manifestation and adoption of the sons of God are two separate events: 

1. The Manifestation of God’s glory in mortal bodies. 

2. The Adoption as sons—with glorified, immortal bodies. 

Creation eagerly awaits the manifestation of the 

sons of God 

For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not 

worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed in 

us. For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the 

manifestation (unveiling) of the sons of God. For the creation was 

subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who 
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subjected it, in hope that the creation itself also will be set free 

from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory of the 

children of God. (Romans 8:18-21) 

Clothed with Light 

Psalm 104:2 says, “The Lord wraps himself in light as with a garment.”  

Made in the image of God, Adam was clothed in light before he sinned. After 

the fall, “The eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were 

naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loin coverings.” 
(Genesis 3:7) 

The manifestation of the sons of God signals the reversal of what happened 
when Adam & Eve sinned. They became conscious of nakedness when they lost 
their glory, their garment of light. The sons of God, who appear to be naked 
now, shall be clothed with God’s glory. This is why creation eagerly awaits their 
manifestation, because when Adam sinned the creation was cursed…when the 
visible glory of God returns to mankind, creation knows it’s on the verge of 
being released from the curse. 
 

 He has rescued us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to 

the kingdom of His beloved Son, the realm of light. (Colossians 1:13)  

 We now have the glory of God veiled in earthen vessels (2 Corinthians 

4:7).  

 Jesus said, “I am the Light of the world; he who follows Me will not walk 

in the darkness, but will have the Light of life. (John 8:12)  

Characteristics and Activities of the Manifested Sons of 

God 

Regarding the Manifestation (or unveiling) of the sons of God: 

1. The manifested 144,000 still inhabit their corruptible, mortal bodies. 

This is inferred from these verses: 

a. In Revelation 7:3, the sealing of the 144,000 is to protect them from 

the winds of judgement that follow, as in Revelation 9:4. If they were 

immortal, they wouldn’t need such protection. 
b. Revelation 12:11 says, “They overcame him (the Dragon) by the blood 

of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; and they did not love 

their lives so much as to shrink from death.”  
c. In Revelation 14:1-5 the Lamb is seen with the 144,000 on the 

heavenly Mount Zion. The placement of this vision is immediately 

after Revelation 13:7, which says the Antichrist will make war against 

the saints and conquer them, and immediately before God destroys 
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Babylon and harvests the earth with a sickle, throwing the grapes into 

the winepress of God’s wrath 

2. They will teach every tribe, people, language, and nation the way of the 

Lord, bringing an innumerable multitude to repentance, faith, and 

obedience to Christ. 

3. Their visible glory and testimony will expose and destroy the Dragon’s 
dominion over the mind of mankind. 

4. “Some of those with insight (the 144,000?) will fall, in order to refine, 

purge, and purify them until the end.” (Dan 11:35) 
5. Many of the 144,000 will be martyred by the Antichrist system. After the 

Antichrist sets up the ‘abomination of desolation’ in Daniel 11:31, Daniel 
writes, “And they that are wise among the people shall cause the many to 

understand; yet they shall stumble by the sword and by flame, by 

captivity and by spoil, many days.” (Dan 11:33) 

Creation is in childbirth for our adoption as Sons 

For we know that the whole creation groans 

and suffers the pains of childbirth together 

until now. And not only this, but also we 

ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, 

even we ourselves groan within ourselves, 

waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the 

redemption of our body. (Romans 8:22-23)  

Biblical Adoption defined: 

Biblical adoption (huiothesia, to place as a son) is different than our 

modern concept of adopting an orphan.  In huiothesia, the father 

pronounces an adolescent (teknon) boy, who is still under a tutor, to be a 

mature (huios) son, commissioned with the Father’s authority and 
inheritance rights. 

Christ’s Adoption as the Son of God 

Jesus was declared the Son of God twice: 

1. After John baptized Jesus, a voice from heaven said, “You are my beloved 
Son (huios), in You I am well pleased. (Mark 1:11, Luke 3:22)  

2. After His resurrection, God said, “You are My Son, today I have become 
Your Father.” (Heb 5:5, Acts 13:33, Ps 2:7, Romans 1:4) 

Why was Jesus twice declared to be a Son of God?  
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1. Following His baptism, Jesus was commissioned and empowered as a 

mature human Son of God, to fulfill His mission to become the Lamb of 

God. 

Although He was a Son, He learned obedience from the things 

which He suffered. And having been made perfect, He became to 

all those who obey Him the source of eternal salvation, being 

designated by God as a high priest according to the order of 

Melchizedek. (Heb 5:9-10) 

2. His resurrection commissioned and empowered Him as a resurrected, 

divine Son of God, to become our High Priest and source of eternal 

salvation 

Our Adoption as Sons 

1. Our adoption means the redemption of our body 

(Romans 8:23). At our adoption, our bodies will 

be instantly transformed to become immortal, 

incorruptible, and indestructible. We get a 

spiritual body, like Jesus now has, able to 

appear/disappear at will, etc. 

2. We shall be changed “at the last trumpet” (1 
Corinthians 15:51-54). The curse of sin and death shall be eliminated 

forever. 

3. The 144,000 stand before the throne of God in heaven (Revelation 14:3). 

4. The eight promises to the overcomers: 

i. The right to eat from the Tree of Life (Revelation 2:7) 

ii. Will not be hurt by the second death (Revelation 2:11) 

iii. Hidden manna and a white stone with a secret new name 

(Revelation 2:17) 

iv. Authority over the nations and the morning star (Revelation 2:26-

28) 

v. Dressed in white and name in Book of Life (Revelation 3:5) 

vi. Made a permanent pillar in the Temple of God. Inherit the name of 

God, Jerusalem, and Jesus. (Revelation 3:12) 

vii. Seated with Christ on His throne (Revelation 3:21) 

viii. Inherit all things as God’s son (Revelation 21:7) 

The 144,000 sons of God are explicitly mentioned twice in the Bible, in 

Revelation 7 when they’re sealed, and in Revelation 14 where they’re standing 
on Mount Zion with the Lamb.  

 The manifestation of the sons of God occurs in Revelation 7. 

 Their adoption is shown in Revelation 14. 
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When Will the Manifestation of the Sons of God 

Occur? 

God’s Appointed Times 

The sequence and symbolic character of all major events in God’s 
plan can be understood from God’s ‘appointed times,’ also known 
as the Feasts of the Lord. 

Most Christians are ignorant of these feasts, believing they’re only 
applicable to the Jews, which is incorrect. Jesus fulfilled half of 

the feasts during His 33 years on the earth, and He will fulfill the 

remaining feasts in the future, 

so they’re like a 

treasure map 

that God has 

given us to 

understand 

what’s coming. 

They’re found in 

Leviticus chapter 

23, and in many 

other places in 

the Bible, 

including the 

New Testament.  

Here are some 

examples: 

God fulfilled the Spring feasts, exactly on their days of celebration in the 

Jewish calendar 

Passover -  Christ our Passover Lamb is sacrificed for us (1 

Corinthians 5:7) 

 Begins on the 14th day of Nisan (March/April), the first month 

of the Hebrew religious calendar 

 Celebrates our freedom from sin and God’s protection because 

of the blood of the Lamb 

Unleavened Bread – Let us keep the feast with the unleavened 

bread of sincerity and truth. (1 Corinthians 5:8) 

 Starts on the 15th day of Nisan (March/April) and lasts 7 days 
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Firstfruits – But now Christ is risen from the dead, and become 

the firstfruits of them that sleep. (1 Corinthians 15:20) 

 Celebrated the day after the Sabbath when the first barley 

harvest is ready (March/April) 

Pentecost – When the day of Pentecost 

was fully come, they were all with one 

accord in one place…and they were all 
filled with the Holy Spirit… (Acts 2:1, 4) 

 Celebrated exactly 50 days after 

Firstfruits, usually in June. 

God will likewise fulfill the Autumn feasts, exactly on their days of 

celebration in the Jewish calendar 

Pentecost (or Shavu’ot), 50 days after Firstfruits (June): 

Image from Hebrew4Christians.com 

 Unlike the Spring Firstfruits feast, which was performed with 

one barley sheaf without leaven, Pentecost uses two leavened 

wheat loaves as a Firstfruit offering.  

o Leaven symbolizes the presence of imperfection, so these 

loaves represent us in our current, fallen state.  

 According to Hebrew4Christians.com, “Shavu’ot is regarded as 
the culmination of the experience of redemption…the 
“Conclusion of Passover. It is therefore the end, or goal, of the 

redemption experience for believers.”  
 Pentecost may have been fulfilled when God gave the Spirit to 

the Church, exactly 50 days after Christ’s resurrection. 

 Or, if it is to symbolize the goal of redemption, Pentecost could 

have a second stage of fulfillment when the 144,000 

“firstfruits unto God and the Lamb” are adopted as the sons of 

God, the first fruits of the final harvest to come. 
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Trumpets, 1st day of Tishri (September): 

 Announces the beginning of the civil Hebrew New Year, 

symbolizing the beginning of the reign of God’s Kingdom 

 Begins “Ten Days of Awe” leading up to the Day of Atonement, 

during which believers are encouraged to spiritually prepare 

themselves to be judged on the Day of 

Atonement. 

 In the Jewish celebration of this feast, 

a Shofar (ram’s horn) is blown 100 
times using three types of trumpet 

sounds.  

o For this reason, some Christians 

believe the rapture will occur on 

this day, at the last trumpet.  

o Other “last trumpet” options 
include the 7th Trumpet 

(Revelation 11:15) and the Year of 

Jubilee (Lev 25:9) 

 Two silver trumpets (Numbers 10) were also blown. 

Day of Atonement, the 10th day of Tishri (September/October) 

 Whereas Passover provided deliverance from the power of sin, 

and protection because of the blood of the Lamb, the Day of 

Atonement results in either forgiveness or condemnation. 

o According to Hebrew tradition, on the Day of Atonement 

God decides each person’s fate: 

 Will your name be entered into the Book of Life? 

 Or, will your name be entered into the Book of Death? 

 Christ Jesus, as mankind’s High Priest, offered His own blood 

in the heavenly sanctuary once for all time. (Heb 10:12) 

o By one offering Christ perfected for all time those who are 

being made holy (Heb 10:14) and He is now seated at the 

right hand of God, waiting for us to make His enemies His 

footstool. (Heb 10:13).  

Jubilee, celebrated every 50th year on the Day of Atonement 

(September/October) 

 Proclaim liberty throughout the land. (Lev 25:8-55) All debts 

forgiven and inheritances restored. 

Tabernacles, starts the 15th day of Tishri for 8 days (October) 
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“The tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell 

among them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself 

will be among them, and He will wipe away every tear from 

their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will 

no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things 

have passed away.” (Revelation 21:3, 4) 

When Will the Manifestation of the Sons of God Occur? 

Assuming God continues to fulfill the Autumn feasts as He did the Spring 

feasts, an event this significant will certainly happen on a designated Biblical 

feast day. The only question is, which one? An argument can be made for the 

manifestation of the sons of God to fulfill any of the feasts below. I’ve listed 
some pros and cons for each.  

Firstfruits 

 The 144,000 are called Firstfruits of God and the Lamb.   

 However, Christ Jesus already perfectly fulfilled this as a 

single, unleavened offering.  

 Until their final adoption as sons, the plural sons of God will 

still have leaven (sinful nature) in their lives. As a result, the 

Firstfruits feast is not a likely candidate for the manifestation 

of the sons of God. 

Pentecost 

 Pentecost is a Firstfruit celebration including a plural, 

leavened offering, which symbolizes a firstfruits group of many 

people who still have leaven (sinful nature) in their lives.  

 In Jewish tradition, Pentecost is regarded as ‘the culmination 

of the experience of redemption…the conclusion of Passover. It 

is the goal of the redemption experience for believers. As such, 

it is a likely candidate for both the manifestation (Revelation 7) 

and the adoption (Revelation 14) of the 144,000. 

 However, Pentecost was fulfilled 50 days after Jesus’ 
resurrection. 

Trumpets 

 Announces the beginning of the civil Hebrew New Year, 

symbolizing the beginning of the reign of God’s Kingdom. The 

manifestation of 144,000 sons of God will visibly signal God’s 
intent to establish His reign on the earth. 

 Begins “Ten Days of Awe” leading up to the Day of Atonement, 
where believers are encouraged to spiritually prepare 
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themselves for God’s judgement. The sons of God will preach 

repentance and obedience to God, resulting in an innumerable 

multitude becoming disciples of the Messiah. 

Atonement/Jubilee 

 The manifestation of the sons of God proclaims liberty 

throughout the land.  They’ll be a visible testimony of the 

Living God’s plan and active participation to deliver all 

mankind from the curse of sin and death.  

Be Ready 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, 

And the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 

“For behold, darkness will cover the earth 

And deep darkness the peoples; 

But the Lord will rise upon you 

And His glory will appear upon you. 

“Nations will come to your light, 

And kings to the brightness of your rising. 

(Isaiah 60:1-3) 

As you see darkness covering the earth, and deep darkness the peoples, be 

assured that the manifestation of the sons of God is coming soon. 

Until then: 

o We need to reach out by faith and tightly grasp the salvation He provided for 

us. Concerning the 144,000, it is written that they follow the Lamb wherever 

He goes…they actively cooperate with the Holy Spirit to be made holy, and 
they do whatever the Lamb leads them to do. This is why they’ll “attain to 
the resurrection” while other won’t.  

o Paul gave us this example: 

But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as loss 

for the sake of Christ. More than that, I count all things to be loss in view 

of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I 

have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I 

may gain Christ, and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of 

my own derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, 

the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith, that I may 

know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His 
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sufferings, being conformed to His death; in order that I may attain to the 

resurrection from the dead. 

Not that I have already obtained it or have already become perfect, but I 

press on so that I may lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold of 

by Christ Jesus. Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it 

yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward 

to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward 

call of God in Christ Jesus. Let us therefore, as many as are perfect, have 

this attitude; (Phil 3:7-15) 

When He sends His angel to seal the 144,000, let him find us worthy, laboring 

daily with all diligence to grow into the fullness of the stature of “Christ in you, 

the hope of glory.” (Colossians 1:27) Amen! 
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